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Intruduction
• The development of the railway network in Silesia during the 19th century was primarily 

associated with the expansion of industry and the rapid growth of urban centers. 

• In the Sudetes, however, railway lines were also extended to popular tourist destinations 
such as Karpacz, Szklarska Poręba, and spa towns like 
Świeradów-Zdrój, Kudowa-Zdrój, and Lądek-Zdrój. 

• In these cases, access to the railway significantly increased the number of visitors and, 
consequently, stimulated the growth of the local tourism infrastructure. This process led 
not only to the physical expansion of built-up areas in tourist centers but also to profound 
functional transformations.

• A lot of tourist settlements in the Sudetes, despite retaining formal rural status, underwent 
rapid urbanization (this process is called tourist urbanization). 

• By the interwar period, many of these settlements had acquired distinctly urban 
character, while their formal legal establishment usually occurred during the socialist 
period.



Aim and scope of the study
• The aim of this presentation is to identify the role of railway development in 

fostering tourism growth and tourist-driven urbanization on the northern 
slopes of the Sudetes Massif during the 19th and 20th centuries.

• The analysis covered tourist resorts and spa towns in the Sudetes where 
tourism developed dynamically, a process to which the extension of railway 
lines contributed.

• Five case studies were selected for the study: Świeradów-Zdrój, Szklarska 
Poręba, Karpacz, Kudowa-Zdrój i Polanica-Zdrój.

• The study employed an analysis of cartographic materials, data on 
population, and the available tourism-related literature.



Development of the 
railway network 
in the Sudetes



Świeradów-Zdrój (Bad Flinsberg)
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Świeradów-Zdrój (Bad Flinsberg)

YEAR PASSENGERS

1910 121 966

1913–1914 121 755

1914–1918 ≈80 000

1927 122 000

1928 167 000

1933 88 000

1935 144 156

1939 149 527

Isergebirgsbahn



Świeradów-Zdrój (Bad Flinsberg)
1886 1939



Szklarska Poręba (Schreiberhau)

town since 1959
construction of the railway 1902
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Szklarska Poręba (Schreiberhau)



Szklarska Poręba (Schreiberhau)
1886 1940



Karpacz (Krummhübel)

town since 1959
construction of the railway 1902
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Karpacz (Krummhübel)

YEAR PASSENEGERS

1909 271 488

1911 322 000

1927 350 000

1938 355 719

Riesengebirgsbahn



Karpacz (Krummhübel)

1885 1936



Kudowa-Zdrój (Bad Kudowa)

town since 1945
construction of the railway 1905
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Kudowa-Zdrój (Bad Kudowa)



Kudowa-Zdrój (Bad Kudowa)

1883 1936



Polanica-Zdrój (Bad Altheide)

town since 1945
construction of the railway 1890
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Polanica-Zdrój (Bad Altheide)



Polanica-Zdrój (Bad Altheide)

1884 1938



Conclusion
• The extension of the railway line to the tourist town contributed to 

a significant increase in the number of tourists and to the development 
of tourism infrastructure (the construction of hotels and guesthouses, 
and the expansion of spa facilities).

• It also led to a substantial growth in the population of tourist localities and to 
intensive spatial transformations (changes in the morphology).

• These processes were accompanied by a transformation of the local 
economic base, involving a shift from industry, forestry, and agriculture 
towards tourism and industry.

• As a result of these changes, tourist localities underwent gradual 
urbanization (tourist-driven urbanization) and attained city status 
in the post-war period.
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