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Searching for a local and/or regional identity is one of the natural human reactions to the ongoing process of globalization. Hledani lokalni, resp. regionalni identity je jednou z prirozenych lidskych reakci na postupujici proces globalizace.
Regional history, regional patriotism, and also regionalism have all been gaining importance again. This process does not just Regionalni historie, regionalni patriotismus, ale i regionalismus jako takovy nabyva znovu na vyznamu. K tomuto
occur at the individual level, where people seek the fulfilment of their basic need “to belong” through their relationship to procesu vsak nedochazi pouze v individualni rovine, kdy se lide skrze vztah ke svemu nejblizSimu okoli snazi naplnit
their immediate surroundings, but also at the institutional level. Roughly the last 20 years have been characterized by the svou potrebu nékam patrit, ale také v roviné institucionalni. Poslednich priblizné 20 let je charakteristicke vytvarenim
establishment of many different regional institutions with a broader territorial scope of activity. The existence of these mnoha ruznych regionalnich instituci s SirSi uzemni pusobnosti. Existence takovych regionu se promita do védomi
regions is reflected in the consciousness of their inhabitants and becomes part of the socio-cultural patterns of people’s obyvatel, stava se soucasti socio-kulturnich vzorcu chovani a jednani lidi. De facto se tim region muze stat soucasti
behavior and their activities. In fact, the region may thus become part of the intangible heritage. nehmotného dédictvi.
Heritage can be considered from many different perspectives. It can be characterized, for example, (a) by importance: multi- Na dédictvi lze nahlizet z mnoha ruznych perspektiv. Lze jej charakterizovat napr. a) podle vyznamu: na nadnarodni
national or global, national, regional and local; (b) by its origin: ours or foreign; (c) by ownership: personal or collective; nebo globalni, narodni, regionalni a lokalni; b) podle puvodu: na nase nebo cizi; c) podle zpusobu vlastnictvi:
(d) by preferences: positive or negative; wanted or unwanted; (e) by its nature: tangible or intangible; (f) by age: old or new na osobni nebo kolektivni; d) podle preferenci: na pozitivni nebo negativni; chténé nebo nechténé; e) podle povahy:
(see the work of Zdenék Kucera). Heritage is currently being discussed mainly from the perspective of its two important na hmotné nebo nehmotne; f) podle doby trvani: na staré nebo noveé (viz prace Zdenka Kucery). Dédictvi se pak
functions: a) heritage as a medium for preserving collective memory, history, and a tool for the narration of past; b) heritage v soucasneé dobé diskutuje hlavné z pozice dvou vyznamnych funkci, které zastava: a) dédictvi jako médium uchovani
as both tangible and intangible cultural values. As such, heritage has an innate potential to strengthen the unity of the kolektivni pameti, historie, a nastroj pro vypraveni degjin; b) dédictvi jako kulturni hmotna i nehmotna hodnota. Jako
individual with the territory and the territorial community on the one hand and with the potential for the development takové v sobé dédictvi obsahuje potencial pro posilovani sounalezitosti jedince s uzemim a uzemni komunitou
of the territory and its promotion on the other. In both roles heritage has an ideological charge that enables it to influence na jedné strané a na strané druhé potencial pro rozvoj uzemi a jeho propagaci. V obou téchto rolich dédictvi obsahuje
public opinion through a subjective and selective process of reinterpretation. ideologicky naboj, ktery umoznuje skrze subjektivni selektivni proces reinterpretace ovlivihovat verejné mineéni.
Regional actors who represent modern regional initiatives seek, through the reinterpretation of heritage, to: (a) defend Regionalni aktéri zastupujici novodobé regionalni iniciativy se skrze reinterpretaci dédictvi snazi: a) obhajit misto dané
the position of the specific initiative in the regional system; (b) encourage people’'s sense of belonging to the region; iniciativy v regionalnim systému; b) podnitit pocit sounalezitosti lidi s regionem; c) prezentovat obraz regionu smérem
(c) present an image of the region to outsiders as a cultural area with a long tradition of settlement that is worth visiting. ven jako kulturni uzemi s dlouhou tradici osidleni, které stoji zato navstivit. Prihlaseni se k odkazu existujiciho,
Allegiance to the heritage of an existing or a vanished region and pointing out the continuity of the development of the ¢l zaniklého regionu a poukazovani na kontinuitu vyvoje daného regionu a jeho osidleni je tak jednou z velmi castych
specific region and its settlement is one of the most frequent ways to promote regional initiatives. This type of work is often praktik propagace regionalnich iniciativ. Pri této Cinnosti se tak Casto pracuje na bazi uzemni prislusnosti, ktera
utilized on a territorial allegiance that reinterprets most of the events suitable for promotion that took place in the area, and mnohdy reinterpretuje vétSinu udalosti vhodnych k propagaci, které se odehraly v daném uzemi, a vyklada je jako
interprets them as the history of the region. This leads to the exploitation of the traditions of historical regions (including historii regionu. Dochazi tak k vyuzivani tradic historickych regionu (véetné nazvu) a jejich reinterpretaci ve prospéch
their names) and their reinterpretation in favor of a new region. The region thus de facto becomes a heritage that is depicted noveého regionu. Region se tak de facto sam stava dédictvim, které je selektivné zobrazovano a je s nim dale nakladano
selectively and is treated as a cultural value. In practice, it is possible to observe differences between regions that stem from jako s kulturni hodnotou. V praxi lze pochopitelneé pozorovat rozdily mezi regiony, které vychazeji jak z rozliSné miry
inhabitants’ varying regional consciousness, degree of collective memory, and differing historical conditions, and also sounalezitosti obyvatel s uzemim, miry kolektivni pameéti a rozdilnych historickych predpokladu, tak take z rozdilného
regional actors’ different approaches to the heritage and selection of regional development strategies. pristupu regionalnich aktéru k dédictvi a jimi zvolené strategii rozvoje uzemi.
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Ceska Kanada (Bohemian Canada) is a cultural region that got its name in the
A 1920s. Jindrich A. Trpak, a Czech journalist and writer who had personal ties
to the Jindrichuv Hradec region, is the author of the name.
| ' In his naming of the local landscape around Jindfichuv Hradec, full of deep forests and bodies
Central Bohemian Region ® BeneZov

of water, Trpak was probably influenced by his tour of Canada and perhaps also by the Group
of Seven's typical depiction of the Canadian landscape. The potential of this name was very
soon recognized and it started to be used to promote the territory and develop its tourism.
Today, this name primarily refers to the landscape located to the southeast of Jindrichuv
Hradec and extending to Slavonice, which, based on its transformations in the second half
of 20th century, matches Trpak's characteristics more typically perhaps than it did before.
The declaration of the Bohemian Canada Nature Park in 1994 also had a significant effect.
The Bohemian Canada region came to the attention of people who primarily perceive it as one
of the symbols of the territory that they inhabit or where they spend their leisure time.
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Respondents’ cognitive maps and questions on their sense
of belonging to the territory are a suitable tool for studying the
spatial shape of the region. Further analysis of the data acquired
enables additional study of which regional images are most
involved in the general idea of region.
Central Bohemian Rﬂ&*@g Cesky raj (Bohemian Paradise) is a region with a very strong identity. Its
s v, core definition is closely associated with the Bohemian Paradise
o Vatim 'J\ﬂ Protected Landscape Area. Discourse of its territorial delimitation is very
n broad, however. A variety of institutions from further afield claim
T sl 5 allegiance to the Bohemian Paradise, thereby seeking to exploit the
% potential of this region’s positive image to fulfil their goals. At the same
© time, however, these institutions also reproduce the concept of a broad
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